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(FOR  BROATCAST  USE  OLILY) 

S-peal--inj£:  Time;   10  l.linutes. 

ArlMOUNCSIvlSI'TT :     Station    now  sends  yov.  the  monthly  review  of  the  faming 

situation  in  the  United  States  especially  prepared  for  r.s  oy  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooOoo — 

This  month's  report  "brings  us  the  most  recent  statistics  on  the  1933  crop 
production  -orogram  plan  "by  farmers  throughout  the  United  States  as  indicated  "by 
their  reports  to  the  Governi'-ient  early  in  March.     It  also  outlines  for  us  the 
recent  changes  in  numbers  and  production  of  milk  cows  and  laying  hens;  and  gives 
us  the  market  situation  for  fruits  and  vegetables. 

The  crop  production  program  for  this  year  as  reported  "by  kl  thousand 
typical  fanners  in  all  -parts  of  the  country  indicates  that  farmers  are  going  to 
retrench  still  further  in  their  operations.    Of  course  these  reports  were  su"b- 
mitted  to  the  Department  before  the  President  sent  to  the  Congress  the  program  for 
national  farm  legislation.    Therefore,  farmers'  intentions  to  plant  crops  at  that 
time  m-ay  not  be  carried  out  completely.     The  passage  and  putting  into  effect  of 
farm  legislation  naturally  would  cause  many  men  to  change  their  programs. 

However,   as  indicating  the  trend  of  the  times  in  agriculture,   the  early 
March  plans  of  farm.ers  for  this  year's  crops  are  instructive. 

The  hi  thousand  men  s-ujmnarizing  their  T)lans  for  the  G-overnment  indicated  a 
trend  towards  smaller  acreages  of  grains  and  potatoes  than  last  yeSiT  and  increases 
in  tobacco  and  hay.     The  statisticians,   applying  to  the  total  farm  business  of  the 
country  the  trends  indicated  by  these  reports,   forecast  a  reduction  of  9  niillion 
acres  in  the  area  planted  to  crops  this  year.     This  reduction  would  amount  to  3 
per  cent  of  the  acreage  in  crops  in  1932»     I'll©  most  important  decreases  indicated 
in  crop  acreages  by  the  reports  were: 

Corn,  nearly  k  million  acres,   or  about  34  P®^  cent; 
Spring  wheat,  a  reduction  of  about  3  P^i*  cent; 
Oats,  a  reduction  of  about  3  P®^  cent; 
Sweetpotatoes,   a  reduction  of  about  I3  per  cent; 
Potatoes,   a  reduction  of  more  than  5  P^^  cent; 
Tobacco,   an  increase  of  22  per  cent. 
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You  understand  these  foirecftsts  are  for  the  coUnlry  as  a  whole.    Of  course, 
the  cha-A?es  in  crop  acreages  made  hy  men  in  different  sections  will  vary. 
exainDle    farmers  in  the  Eastern  and  Central  Corn  Belt  seem  to  he  planning  to  shift 
aW  s'milUo-n  acres  out  of  crops  and  into  pasture.    In  the  wheat  growing  sections 
of  the  Great  Plains  and  the  Pacific  northwest,  mch  land  will  lie  fallow  hecause 
vdnter  wheat  seedings  have  heen  lost,  aiid  the  present  planting  and  price 
conritions  are  not  favorahle  so  nothing  will  he  sow^i  on  the  winter  wneat  acreage 
given  up.    Altogether,  the  crop  acreage  harvested  in  the  Central  and  rmrtnern 
Irlat  pLins  and  the  Pacific  ilorthwest  will  show  a  reduction  of  nearly  U  million 
acres    if  farmers  carry  out  the  intentions  they  reported  early  last  month, 
inothe-  section  where  there  may  be  a  big  reduction  in  crop  acreage  is  the  Soutnern 
States  west  of  the  Mississippi.    Farmers  there  reported  plans  for  a  decrease  oi 
something  W-e  2  million  acres  in  food  and  feed  crops.    However,  the  statisticians 
say  this  does  not  mean  necessarily  the  crop  acreage  in  these  states  will  be 
reduced  by  2  million  acres. 

Like  crop  growers,  livestock  raisers  are  struggling  with  the  effects  of 
the  price  de-oression  as  we  enter  the  spring  months.     It  is  true  that  nog  and  lamb 
OTices  have  im-oroved  slightly.    However,  they  are  still  lower  than  a  year  ago. 
An  encouraging- fact  for  sheer,men  who  remain  in  the  business  is  tnat  tne  mdus.ry 
seems  to  be  heading  toward  lessened  production.    That  should  tend  to  strengtnen 
its  price  position. 

The  effects  of  low  prices  are  showing  u-o  very  strihingly  in  the  vol^jne  of 
mill;:  and  egg  r)roduction.     Owners  of  milk  cows  have  larger  herds  than  a  year  ago, 
^ovt  thev  are  not  -oroducing  so  nmch  milk.     On  the  other  hand,  farmers  o.rning  hens 
sold  off  large  n^^ibers  of  hirds  during  February  when  the  extreme  price  slump  hit 
the  egg  markets,  and  the  number  of  hens  in  farm  flocks  reported  on  the  first  of 
Farch  was  just  k  twentieth  lower  than  on  the  first  of  Fehmary.    Both  the  decline 
in  milk  -oroduction  and  the  number  of  hens  in  farm  flocks  were  direct  results  of 
low  prices.    Milk  is  so  chear)  that  many  dairymen  are  letting  the  calves  do  part 
of  the  ^-nill^in^.     Since  January  first  the  amount  of  milk  received  at  the  large 
cities  has  fallen  off  greatly  -  for  example,  ilew  York  City  has  been  receiving 
about  17  De-r  cent  less  milk  than  a  year  ago.     This  decline  in  receipts  of  .luid 
milk  at  the  bie-  cities  has  had  its  natural  consequence  in  larger  output  of  tne 
manufactured  dairy  products.     January  was  the  first  month  since  last  September^^ 
in  wiiicb  our  dairy  factories  turned  out  more  butter  and  cheese  and  so  on  tnan  oney 
did  in  the  corresponding  month  of  1932.     However,   the  storage  stocks  of  dairy 
products  remain  smaller  than  they  were  a  year  ago. 

In  the  -ooultry  industry,   the  heavy  sales  of  hens  during  February  which 
decreased  the  size  of  farm  flocks  a  twentieth  in  a  month  brought  the_^  ni^onber  of 
laving  hens  do^Tn  to  about  the  same  as  it  was  on  March  first,   1932.     i^iow,    since  tne 
rate  of  laying  -per  hen  in  the  s-oring  months  remains  about  the  same  from  year  to 
vear,   the  stat iscicians  do  not  look  for  much  difference  between  the  total  produc- 
tion of' eggs  in  the  spring  months  this  year  from  the  production  in  the  same  months 
a  year  ago. 

Turning  now  to  the  fruit  and  vegetable  industries,   the  Government  market 
reporters  say 'that  the  amount  of  fi-iits  and  vegetables  coming  to  marireos  has  come 
back  to  normal  in  recent  weeks  since  the  banl^  holiday  has  ended.     During  tne 
holiday  period  when  the  movement  of  fru.its  and  vegetables  to  market  fell  otl 
Drices  naturally  advanced  somewhat.    As  the  normal  movement  of  these  products 
iicved  U-),  prices  declined  a  little  bit.    But  some  of  the  advance  was  held.  Two 
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products  —  easter:".  sv-eet-ootatoes  and  v;ester:i  lett-ace  —  act^iall-;  v/ere  'oriri.;ing 
higher  prices  than  a  year  aiT^o*    HoT^ever,   the  •;;eneral  level  for  most  fm.it s  and 
ve:;;;;eta'bles  was  considerahly  "below  that  of  1932.     Ca'oha^e  was  "brin^'ing  only  a  fourth 
to  a  half  the  pi  ices  of  last  season  at  this  ti:;e.     Onions  fro::  stora;'-;e  v.^ere  sellir^- 
at  about  a  sixth  as  nuich  as  they  did  during  the  s'oring  of  1932- 

Earlier  in  this  report,   we  notice  that   -potato  growers  are  planning  to  cut 
acreage  "by  lu.lly  5  P^r  cent  this  year.     The  heaviest  decreases  are  in  the  potato 
grov.dng  sections  furtherest  f rom  iaar..:et .     The  growers  in  these  seccionn  forsee 
that  they  cannot  realize  a  return  from  their  e:;penditure  of  wor]":  and  mone3''  if 
potato  prices  contiirae  as  lov:  as  the?"  have  Deen  and  freight  ro.tes  stay  at  their 
present  point. 

The  plans  of  growers  of  some  of  the  other  important  vegetables  and  fn?.its 
as  recently  reported  can  be  summarized  as  follows: 

Strav^berry  growers  in  Louisiana,   Florida-,  Alabama,  Ilississi'T-^i  and  Texas  -- 
the  early  strawberry  states  —  plan  to  send  to  marhet  a.bout  3  r-"iillion  crates  of 
2h  quarts  each,   or  about  a  tenth  more  than  last  sprin-;:. 

,  T7atermelon  planters  in  the  7  ste.tes  v/hich  -nroc'uce  the  second-early  crop, 

are  planning  to  cut  acreage  a  fifth  oelov;  lc.st  year's  pla,ntings.     Georgia  grov:ers, 
reporting  a.n  intended  reduction  of  3^         cent  in  acreaj];e,   are  leading  the  re- 
trenchment move.     The  decreases  in  the  other  second-early  watermelon  states  rc^nge 
from  S  to  22  per  cent.     If  the  weather  is  such  that  the  production  of  v/at ermelons 
comies  do vrn  as  niuch  as  the  acreage  will,   the  1933  ni2.r-'-et  situation  for  this 
product  may  show  some  improvement,   say  the  m.arhet  reporters.     Onion  gro^-'ers  in 
the  7  states  that  produ-Ce  the  intermediate  crop  report  plans  to  reduce  the  acreage 
about  a  sixth.     G-rowers  in  the  17  states  producing  the  late  crop  are  planning  a 
reduction  of  a  seventh. 

On  the  other  hand,   the  early  cabbage  cro'">  Yfill  probably/  be  two-fifths 
larger  than  last  year's  crop.     The  intermediate  cabbage  crop  v.dll  be  grown  on  a 
slightly  smaller  acreage.     Grov/ers  in  the  states  producing  the  late  crop,  are 
planning  a  reduction  of  a  sixth,   bringing  their  acreage  dov:n  to  the  lowest  point 
since  19 25. 

Altogether,   the  1933  program,  of  farm,  production,  nov^  beginning  to  tal'e 
shape,    seem.s  to  involve  further  retrencliment  in  response  to  the  ninouslv  low 
level  of  prices  of  farm  products.     The  coma.iercial  production  of  many  lines  of 
perishable  crops,  along  with  ^the  less  perishable  crops  is  to  be  cut  dovrn.  Farmers 
are  forced  bach  still  closer  to  the  pioneer  t;:pe  of  self  siifficing  agriculture, 
Com^iiercial  farmAng  —  the  raising  of  cash  crops  to  provide  the  money  for  sup-^lying 
the  many  needs  anddesires  of  families  on  a  modern  standard  of  living  —  is  diffi- 
cult since  prices  of  farm  products  have  fallen  to  half  the  present  prev;ar  level, 
v/hile  prices  of  things  farmers  'bv.y  still  rem.ain  at  m.ore  than  three-fourths  the 
prev/ar  level.     Therefore,   farmers  are  maJ'ing  the  only  response  they  can;   they  are 
living  so  far  as  possible  on  their  o^rn  resou.rces,  and  applying  what  cash  they  can 
realize  to  defraying  tax  and  interest  charges  in  order  to  heep  title  to  their 
farm  homes. 

--ooCoo-- 

Al\Ti'."OUlTCEI/iEljT :     We  have  sent  you  a  summary  of  the  agricultural  situation  as  we 

enter  the  spring  season  especially  prepared  for  Station    by  the  United  States 

Department  of  Agriculture, 


